
 
 

Summer 2021 BFA Courses  
 
 

 

 
Summer Session I: May 24 – July 2 

 
 
HU399-1 LGBTQ+ History and Culture (3 credits) S. Olmstead 
This six-week summer course will introduce students to the history of gender and sexuality in the 
20th century.  Every week, students will watch a contemporary film and read several primary and 
secondary sources to better understand how queer individuals and members of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities have influenced the social, cultural, economic, 
and political landscape in the United States. Students will apply the knowledge they gain from the 
course to produce a visual representation, conduct an oral history, historicize contemporary queer 
events, and write several short essays. While much of this class can be done online at the 
student’s pace, we will meet in our virtual classroom once weekly to discuss key aspects of this 
history together as a class. 
 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric, and Art 

History Origins or Permission of Instructor 
Fulfills:  Humanities Elective or Social Science Elective or Liberal Arts 

Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online 
Remote Days/Times: Thursdays, 3:00pm-5:00pm; additional asynchronous online and 

independent coursework as assigned 
Dates:    May 24, 2021 – July 2, 2021 
Required Book/s:  TBD 
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, 

microphone 
Rate:   $665.00 

 



 
Summer Session I: May 24 – July 2 (cont.) 

 
 
NEW!  
ID399-1 The Art of Care (3 credits) H. Kapplow 
A virtual, 6 week, 12-meeting Summer Session course that surveys some of the history of making 
art about or for the purpose of community- or self-care (Care-Centered Praxis.) This class gives 
a basic introduction to community-engaged artmaking and other arts practices that are rooted in 
offering and exploring the process of care, whether it be caring for a community, the environment, 
or one’s self. We will assess how collective experimental, feminist and social justice artmaking 
helped care emerge as a theme that art grapples with. A significant portion of the class will look 
at contemporary work including work being made in New England that operates in the domain of 
care or self-care, and especially work that responds to current events. The course content intends 
to cultivate a class community that values care in artmaking. In addition to reading about and 
viewing artwork, students will be expected to conceptualize and realize an art or research project 
individually or in groups that investigates or interprets an aspect of care.  
 
Prerequisites:  None 
Fulfills:  300-Level Studio Elective or Studio Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online  
Remote Days/Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00am-1:00pm; additional 

asynchronous online and independent coursework as assigned  
Dates:    May 24, 2021 – July 2, 2021 
Required Book/s: Take Care of Your Self: The Art and Cultures of Care and 

Liberation by Sundus Abdul Hadi  
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, mobile 

phone with camera and microphone for some assignments; 
dedicated notebook/sketchbook and pen/pencil; and camping 
hammock (start at $15 on Amazon), contact instructor with 
questions 

Rate:   $765.00 
 
 
 
 
SO299-1 Mindfulness and Creative Identity (3 credits) M. Grant 
This class will explore identity through a psychological and sociological lens. Mindful practices such 
as meditation and guided breathing will be incorporated into the class to encourage a deep level of 
consciousness, self-awareness, and understanding. Topics will include personal identity, role identity, 
social identity, and collective identity. Assignments will consist of daily mindfulness tracking and 
journaling, responses to online content such as readings and videos, and a final project. 
 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric, and Art 

History Origins 
Fulfills:    Social Science Elective or Liberal Arts Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online 
Remote Days/Times: Mondays, 6:30pm-8:00pm; additional asynchronous online and 

independent coursework as assigned 
Dates:    May 24, 2021 – July 2, 2021 
Required Book/s:  TBD 
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, 

microphone 
Rate:   $665.00 
 
 

 

https://www.commonnotions.org/take-care-of-your-self
https://www.commonnotions.org/take-care-of-your-self


 
Summer Session II: July 5 - August 13 

 
 
  
 
AH358-1 International Biennial Art: A Virtual Tour (3 credits) K. Farrington 
This course introduces students to global art practices through the contemporary institutional 
phenomenon of the international biennial. Case studies potentially include Venice Biennale, Berlin 
Biennial, Manifesta, and Documenta, which students experience via self-directed research in the 
rich on-line archives of biennial websites and related resources. Examining ways in which artists 
from different countries around the world address the most pressing social and geo-political 
issues, topics include artists and national identity, the roles of biennial curators, as well as art and 
civic or political engagement. Formal and critical analysis takes place through seminar-style 
classes, presentations, discussion posts, and a final paper. 
 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric, Art History 

Origins, and Art History Modern Developments 
Fulfills:  Art History Elective or Humanities Elective or Liberal Arts Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online  
Remote Days/Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30pm-8:45pm; additional 

asynchronous online and independent coursework as assigned 
Dates:  July 5, 2021 – August 13, 2021 
Required Book/s:  Documenta 13: The Guidebook" (2012) 
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, 

microphone 
Rate:   $765.00 
 
 
 
NEW!  
AN299-1 Story Art: Beat Boards (3 credits) G. Bolender 
Beat Boards are story drawings, but they are not storyboards. Storyboards represent cinematic 
shots, but Beat Boards represent the visual outline of an entire story. In this course, students will 
begin with rough story ideas for a film, or game, and translate them into full Beat Board 
sequences. These sequences will serve as a brainstorming space for workshopping broad 
narrative elements such as theme, emotion, character arc, conflict, and resolution. As students 
revise (and revise, and revise) their Beat Boards, they will develop skills in formal presentation, 
art direction, storytelling, problem-solving, and creative risk-taking. We will explore the application 
of Beat Boards in animation, film/video production, game design, web design and advertising.  
 
Prerequisites:  None 
Fulfills:  200-Level AIM Elective or Studio Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online  
Remote Days/Times: Students are required to be available to interact online during 

designated days/times to be announced  
Dates:    July 5, 2021 – August 13, 2021 
Required Book/s:  None 
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, 

microphone 
Rate:   $765.00 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Summer Session II: July 5 – August 13 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
HU374-1 Writing Poetry (3 credits) C. Boyer 
This course is for students who have already taken Introduction to Creative Writing and wish to 
pursue their interest in writing poetry. In it students write their own poetry and critique each others' 
work in workshops. They also read selections of modern poets and write analyses of these 
readings in light of their own writings. 
 
[Special Note: Intro to Creative Writing is waived for any interested students] 
 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric, and Art 

History Origins 
Fulfills:  Creative Writing Elective or Humanities Elective or Liberal Arts 

Elective 
Format:  This course is offered fully (100%) remote/online  
Remote Days/Times: Tuesdays, 8:30am-10:00am; additional asynchronous online and 

independent coursework as assigned 
Dates:    July 5, 2021 – August 13, 2021 
Required Book/s:  TBD 
Required Materials: Wifi connection; laptop or desktop machine; headphones, 

microphone 
Rate:   $665.00 
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