
mail materials to:
Office of Admissions
Montserrat College of Art
23 Essex Street
Beverly, MA 01915 USA

Checklist

all students
h   Application

h   Application fee

h   Portfolio

h   College essay

h   Two letters of recommendation

h   Transcripts

h   Test scores (recommended) 

transfer students
In addition to the previously 
listed materials:

h    Final high school transcripts*

h    College transcripts**

international students
In addition to the previously 
listed materials:

h    TOEFL test scores

home-schooled students
In addition to the previously 
listed materials:

h   Home-school academic portfolio

h   High school equivalency score (GED)

*       Final evidence of high school graduation 
is either an official high school 
transcript including your graduation 
date and an official signature or seal, a 
copy of your high school diploma or 
official GED test scores.

 **   Transfer credit may be awarded for 
most liberal arts and studio courses 
(with grades of at least a C or 2.0) from 
an accredited institution, for which 
Montserrat has the equivalent course.

please print clearly and answer all questions completely.
Information about the status of your application will be sent to you 
via email. Therefore it is essential that you provide the Office of 
Admissions an accurate and up-to-date email address. Although 
we will frequently contact you by email and telephone, please be 
aware that all decision letters will be sent by regular mail. 

Application  
for Admissions

student financial services office:
sfs@montserrat.edu
Phone: 800.836.0487 x1174

admissions office:
admissions@montserrat.edu
Phone: 800.836.0487 x1153



For Admission
To complete your application for 
admission, please submit the following:

1. Application for Admission
You can use this paper application, 
submit your application online or 
download a PDF at www.montserrat.
edu. Should you choose to apply online 
you must pay your application fee 
through PayPal at montserrat.edu/
admissions/all-applicants.php

2. Application Fee
There is a  non-refundable $50 
application fee payable to the Office 
of Admissions. The application fee may 
be waived if you submit an official fee 
waiver as provided by the College Board 
or similar agency. do not send cash.

3. Portfolio
Please submit 12-15 pieces of your 
most recent and strongest work. An 
ideal portfolio for Montserrat would 
include a minimum of 3 drawings from 
observation and a self-portrait.

4. Essay
Tell us about yourself! Send us your 
college essay, or if you prefer, tell us why 
Montserrat would be a good fit for you in 
300-500 words.

5. Academic Transcripts
Applicants must submit official 
academic transcripts from all high 
schools and colleges they have attended, 
including first quarter senior year 

grades. GED recipients should submit 
official transcripts showing work 
completed up until the time they left 
school, in addition to the official GED 
test score. 

6. Two Letters of Recommendation
The first letter should be from an art 
teacher, private instructor, professional 
artist or mentor or employer and should 
focus on your artistic and conceptual 
abilities, commitment, studio work, 
ethics and potential. The second letter 
should be from an academic course 
instructor or guidance counselor and 
should focus on your academic ability 
and performance. 

7. Test Scores
Scholastic Aptitude Testing (SAT) or 
American College Testing (ACT) scores 
are recommended for all applicants.  
International Students are required to 
submit The Test of English as a Second 
Language (TOEFL) scores.  Montserrat 
also accepts Advanced Placement (AP) 
test scores.  A score of a four or five 
will be considered for college credit.  
Identify Montserrat College of Art 
for the SAT with the College Entrance 
Examination Board (CEEB) code 9101.  
Our ACT college code is 1847.  Our 
TOEFL code is 3575.

Each year, Montserrat College of Art enrolls talented and enthusiastic students to 
share in the Montserrat experience. We encourage applications from students with 
a passion for creating, and an interest in pursuing a life of professional practice in 
the arts. We consider each student’s unique background and abilities in assessing 
his or her potential for success in the program. Your portfolio of artwork, academic 
achievement, commitment to your work and personal qualities are all important 
factors in securing admission to Montserrat. 

For Scholarship
Merit-Based Scholarship
All applicants who complete 
requirements for admission by 
preferred filing dates will receive 
priority consideration for a Montserrat 
College of Art Merit-Based Scholarship. 
These scholarships are based on the 
portfolio and the applicant’s academic 
achievement. Please contact the Office 
of Admissions for more information. 
Merit Scholarships are renewable each 
year, pending eligibility, for the length 
of the BFA. Scholarship recipients 
must maintain satisfactory academic 
progress in accordance with the 
standards of the College.

Application 
Requirements



Transfer Applicants
If you are applying as a transfer 
student, please submit the same 
application materials as a first-time 
student, plus your official college/
university transcripts.

You may transfer studio and liberal arts 
credits for courses in which the content 
parallels Montserrat’s own program of 
study. Only courses carrying a grade 
of C or better from other accredited 
colleges or universities are eligible for 
transfer. A maximum of 30 studio art 
credits and 30 liberal arts credits may 
be transferred. Montserrat reserves the 
right to decline credit for coursework 
that is more than ten years old.

The review of transfer credits for 
studio coursework requires you to 
submit a portfolio including examples 
that demonstrate the accomplishment 
of college-level course work. To 
avoid confusion when transferring 
credits, it is advised that you also 
submit detailed course descriptions 
to clarify course content.

All transfer applicants must be in 
good standing with all previous 
colleges and universities attended 
in order to be considered for 
admission to Montserrat.

Home-schooled 
Applicants
Montserrat welcomes applications from 
students who are homeschooled.  In 
order for us to assess a student’s ability 
to succeed in Montserrat’s program, 
we require a student to submit a home-
school portfolio outlining all course 
content, textbooks used, examples of 
work completed and grades received.

Before confirming your enrollment, 
home-schooled students must show 
proof of high school graduation through 
one of the following:

1. Official scores from the official High 
School Equivalency Exam (GED);

2. A letter from your local 
superintendent of schools as proof of 
your readiness to enter college and that 
your homeschooling was conducted in 
accordance with state laws;

3. Certificate of graduation from a 
diploma-granting organization or non-
tradational school.

International 
Applicants
Students, faculty and staff from other 
countries contribute to the cultural 
diversity at Montserrat. International 
applicants for admission follow 
the same application requirements 
described above and must also provide 
proof of English language proficiency 
when English is not the primary 
language of the applicant.

Academic Transcripts
International students must 
provide official, certified English 
translations for all secondary school 
credentials and college/university 
transcripts not already in English, 
along with the official school 
records in the original language.

TOEFL Requirement 
The Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) is required of 
international applicants whose native 
language is not English. A minimum 
score of 520 on the paper-based test, 
193 on the computer-based test or 
79 on the internet-based test must be 
achieved for admission to the College. 
Montserrat is identified for the TOEFL 
with the code 3575. The TOEFL may 
be waived for international students 
who have completed university-level 
English Composition I with a grade of C 
or better at an institution where English 
is the language of instruction. If this is 
your first time studying in the United 
States, we encourage you to contact us.

Visa Requirement
To qualify for the Form I-20 entitling 
the student to apply for the F-1 
student visa, an accepted international 
student must provide official, certified 
documentation of funding available 
to support one year of study at 
Montserrat. Upon approval, Montserrat 
will issue the Form I-20. Although 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) requires documentation 
of funding sources for only one year 
of study, Montserrat encourages 
international students to plan funding 
for each year of study.

Preparing your 
Portfolio 
Your portfolio is a snapshot of where 
you are with your artwork at this 
particular time. Submit a selection of 
12-15 pieces of your recent, strongest 
and original work that reveals your 
creative and artistic abilities. An 
ideal portfolio for Montserrat would 
include a minimum of 3 drawings from 
observation and a self-portrait. 

Submitting your Portfolio
If an in-person review is not possible, 
please submit your portfolio through 
slideroom.com or on a CD. Images 
submitted on CD should be high 
resolution jpegs of at least 800 x 600 
pixels up to 1024 x 768 pixels. 
do not mail original artwork.



Cost of 
Attendance
2014/15 Tuition and Fees 
Tuition and Fees (12-18 Credits)
Per year $27,400
General fee, per year full-time  $1,300
General fee, per course part-time $50
Orientation fee $150
Optional art supply starter kit ** $850
Transcript fee  $4

Part-time Enrollment and 
Non-matriculated Students
Per credit $1,145

Health Insurance 
For all students (see right for more info.) $1,361

Housing
Triple room, per year $7,000
Double room, per year $8,200
Double room, per year (as single) $10,870
Single room, per year $10,660
Housing damage deposit (refundable) $300

Deposits
All tuition deposits are non-refundable after May 1

Tuition deposit $250
(required of all newly admitted students)

Housing deposit $275
(required of all newly admitted students to secure 
placement in College housing)

All housing deposits are non-refundable.

Totals for the Year *  $40,086

*   Based on full-time enrollment, double room 
(as double), domestic health insurance and all 
appropriate student fees.

**  The art supply starter kit price is an estimated price.

The College reserves the right to adjust costs and 
fees it deems necessary without prior notice.

for more information:
Email: sfs@montserrat.edu
Phone: 800.836.0487 x1174
Fax: 978.922.4268

Payment
The tuition for full-time students applies to any student 
enrolling for 12 to 18 credits for the semester. Students 
enrolling for nine or fewer credits are considered part-time 
and pay tuition based on the number of credits elected.

Tuition for each semester is due in full in the College business 
office before the beginning of each semester. Due dates are 
announced in student billing packages that are mailed in the 
summer for the first semester and in the fall for the second 
semester. A payment received after the due date is subject to 
a $125 late fee.

Students may pay tuition monthly through Montserrat’s 
arrangement with Sallie Mae Tuition Pay. Payments begin in 
June, but students may enroll in the plan after that month.

Health Insurance 
Massachusetts state law requires that all students enrolled 
for nine credits or more be covered by a medical insurance 
plan. For students who do not have medical insurance 
coverage, Montserrat provides a plan for basic health and 
accident coverage.

This health insurance fee is automatically added to the 
first semester’s tuition bill. If covered by a comparable 
or better health insurance plan, the student may 
deduct the health insurance amount from the tuition 
bill and submit an online health insurance waiver. 

Refund Policy
If a student wishes to withdraw from Montserrat, the College 
will refund a student’s tuition accordingly: 80% within the 
first full two weeks, 60% within the third full week, 40% 
within the fourth full week and 20% within the fifth full week.

Note: Each week of classes is defined as beginning on a 
Monday regardless of whether classes are held or the 
College is open.

This refund policy applies to tuition only for all students.  
No fees are refunded after the first day of classes.

All students who withdraw from the College or take a leave 
of absence must complete a withdrawal form available in the 
Registrar’s Office. 



Financial Aid Recommended
Timeline

for more information:
Email: sfs@montserrat.edu
Phone: 800.836.0487 x1174
Fax: 978.922.4268
FAFSA code number: 013774

Financing your Education
Montserrat College of Art strives to help meet the 
financial needs of its students by extending both 
need-based and merit-based financial aid to all 
students who qualify. Sources include the federal 
government, state government, the College and 
corporate and civic sponsors.

Most financial aid is awarded on the basis of 
demonstrated need, defined as the difference 
between the cost of education and the expected family 
contribution. The cost of education includes tuition, 
fees, books, supplies, room and board, personal 
expenses and transportation for the nine-month 
academic year. The federal government’s need analysis 
formula is used to determine a family’s ability to 
contribute to college costs. 

All candidates for admission receive Merit-Based 
Scholarship consideration when the Application for 
Admission and all required materials are received prior 
to February 15, the preferred application filing date.

Applying for Financial Aid
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) after January 1 for the following academic year. 
This can be done online at www.fafsa.gov. Montserrat’s 
FAFSA code number is 013774. Applications filed by 
March 1 receive priority consideration.

Respond to requests from the government or Student 
Financial Services for additional documentation. 
Common requests from the government are for the 
previous year’s tax transcripts, W-2s and investment 
information.

Types of Aid Available
Federal Pell Grant
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
Gilbert Grant
State Scholarship Programs
Montserrat Grant
Federal Work-Study
Federal Stafford Loan (subsidized)
Federal Stafford Loan (unsubsidized)
Federal PLUS Loan

Montserrat operates on a rolling admissions basis and 
applications will be reviewed throughout the year as space 
remains available.

DECEMBER 6
Early Action for Fall Admission
Students who complete their fall application for admission 
before December 6 will have an admissions decision with 
Merit Scholarship consideration mailed to their homes, 
postmarked before December 19. Students who complete 
their application after December 6 will be reviewed on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Priority Filing Date for Spring Admission
If you are applying for the spring semester you should 
complete your application for admission no later than 
November 1. The priority filing date for financial aid for the 
spring semester is October 15.

FEBRUARY 15
Recommended Filing Date for Merit Scholarship 
Reviews 
Students interested in beginning their studies in September 
can submit their application for admission as early as 
October 1 for enrollment in September of the following year. 
Students who apply and submit all application requirements 
by February 15 are given priority consideration for admission 
and scholarships.  

MARCH 1
Recommended Filing Date for Financial Aid Reviews 
Applicants for fall who intend to apply for financial aid 
should complete all application requirements and the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (www.fafsa.gov) in 
advance of the March 1 priority filing date. 

MAY 1
Confirming your Attendance
Applicants who have been offered admission to Montserrat 
and would like to confirm their intention to enroll, should 
forward a tuition deposit of $250 no later than May 1 for 
the fall semester. All tuition deposits are non-refundable 
after May 1. Students who are interested in living on campus 
should send in 
an additional non-refundable deposit of $275. For students 
who wish to defer their enrollment, tuition deposits are 
transferable one time, up to one year, and are not refundable 
once transferred. Tuition and housing deposits received after 
May 1 will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis as 
space remains available.



MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART:  APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION

Is English your primary language?   h Yes   h No   If no, please specify    
primary language

If you are a US citizen or permanent resident, please answer the following questions*:

Are you Hispanic?   h Yes   h No

Please indicate other ethnicities:  (choose all that apply)

h african american h  asian american h  hawaiian or pacific islander h  caucasian 

h  american indian/alaska native h  unknown h  other (please specify) 

*Your response above is optional. Montserrat uses this information solely for reporting purposes as required of educational 
institutions by federal or state law. Montserrat does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, 
handicap or sexual orientation in admission to, access to, treatment in or employment in its programs and activities.

part i: personal information 
Name 

family first middle

 (              ) (              )  
email address home telephone number cell phone number

 
date of birth (month/day/year) us social security number

Current Mailing Address 

valid through (month/day/year): 

street address, p.o. box   city

state/province zip or postal code country

Permanent or Home Address (if different from above)  International students must submit a foreign address if not listed  above.

street address, p.o. box   city

state/province zip or postal code country

Parent or Guardian Name/Address (required if applicant is under 21 years of age)
Mother/Guardian

 
family first middle maiden name

 
address (street, city, state, zip/postal code)

(              )  
telephone number email address

Father/Guardian

 
family first middle maiden name

 
address (street, city, state, zip/postal code)

(              )  
telephone number email address

Person to Contact in the Event of an Emergency 

 
name relationship

(              )  
telephone number email address



for international students only 

please print your full name as it appears on your passport.

country of citizenship  country of birth

US Immigration Status

h  I currently do not have a US visa; I must apply for an F-1 visa.

h   I currently have a valid US visa, type    .  
(f-1, h-1, green card)

part ii: admission information
Application status: h  first-time freshman h transfer student

Semester of entry:  h  january 2015 h september 2015 h other  

Program you are applying for: h  bachelor of fine arts h non-matriculated

Do you plan to attend: h  full-time h part-time

Do you plan to live: h  on-campus h off-campus

If you are a transfer student, are you in a program that has an articulation agreement with Montserrat?   h Yes   h No

What is your intended field of study?
Select one area you are most interested in. Your response does not commit you to a specific concentration at this time.

h  animation & interactive media  h  graphic design h  printmaking
h  art education h  illustration h  sculpture
h  art history h  interdisciplinary arts h  undecided
h  book arts h  painting & drawing
h  creative writing h  photography & video

Have you ever filed an application to Montserrat College of Art (including summer programs)?     h Yes   h No

If yes, for what program?    
full-time bfa, full-time diploma, pre-college, continuing education

Are you the first generation in your family to attend a college or university?     h Yes   h No

Please list any other colleges/universities to which you are applying.

part iii: educational information
Please list all high schools (secondary schools) attended (list most recently attended first).
name of school city, state, country attended  from – to date of graduation

1. 

2. 

3. 

Please list all colleges or universities attended (list most recently attended first).
name of school city, state, country attended  from – to date of graduation

1. 

2. 

3. 

Educational information section continued on next page



part iv: additional information
How did you first learn about Montserrat College of Art? (Choose one only)

h School art teacher or professor  h High school guidance counselor 

h Friend or relative h Montserrat admissions representative

h Montserrat alumni/a/us h Montserrat website

h College fair    
city, state

h National portfolio day   
city, state

h College guidebooks, handbooks    
name

h Montserrat mailing     
specify

h Magazine advertisement    
publication

h Newspaper or magazine article, gallery show or Montserrat faculty show    
specify

h Other      
specify

    Name of local newspaper      
city, state

part v: authorization
I certify that this application is complete and correct to the best of my knowledge: 

signature of applicant date

I am paying my application fee by:

h Check enclosed     h Money Order enclosed    h PayPal at montserrat.edu/admissions/all-applicants.php

h Credit Card  (h American Express    h MasterCard    h Visa    h Discover)

h Fee Waiver enclosed

Please charge the $50 application fee to my credit card.

 
credit card number security code  expiration date

 
cardholder’s name cardholder’s address

 
cardholder’s signature date

List any extracurricular activities or work experience in which you are currently involved as well as  
any honors or awards which you received.

1.  

2. 

3. 


