
  

Fall 2021 New & Special Topics Classes  

  
 
 
 
 
  

ANIMATION + INTERACTIVE MEDIA  
 
  

NEW!  
     AN399-A   Storyboard Portfolio (3 credits)   
 

This course is an advanced workshop for conceptualizing, staging, framing, drawing, and polishing 
animation storyboards for features and series. Students will hone their personal directing skills and 
techniques by studying successful cinematic moments in film, animation, and television shows, and applying 
those learned principles to 2-3 large portfolio pieces. Additionally, students will be doing practical exercises 
in gesture drawing and composition to strengthen characters and shot choices. Storyboard Portfolio is 
intended to prepare students for applying to animation studios with professional story artwork and practices. 
 
Prerequisites:        Storyboarding 
Fulfills:                   300 level AIM Elective or Studio Elective 

 
 
     AN399-B    Animation Studio Projects (3 credits) 
 

This course is designed to immerse students in a professional work environment. Students will work on 
teams to create a festival ready animated short film over the course of one or two semesters. Students will 
take on roles. modeling a professional animation team and typical animation pipeline. With guidance from 
faculty, each animation team will be responsible for all aspects of production, from developing their own 
original story, creating storyboards and concept art to animation, sound and post production. 
  
Prerequisites:    45 credits and Animation Principles or Permission of Instructor 
Fulfills:                      300 level AIM Studio Elective or Studio XL requirement for AIM Concentrators or 300 Level     

Studio Elective 
 

 
ILLUSTRATION 
 
 

NEW!  
 IL299-A   The Storied Portrait (3 Credits)  

 
In this introductory course students will develop skills focused on creating illustrative portraits with a focus     
on narrative and conceptual interpretations. Students will build on fundamental observational skills with  
the added application of symbolism and allegory to better reflect their subjects. Emphasis will be placed  
on capturing the subject from models and references that allow the students to apply the work to a variety 
of art industries. Contextual references will include but are not limited to, fantasy, editorial, educational, 
and decorative applications. Historical and contemporary artists/illustrators and market relationships will 
be introduced throughout the course.  

 
Prerequisites:    30 Credits or Permission of Instructor  

      Fulfills:                         Illustration Elective (Illustration students) or 200 Level Studio Elective 
  
 

  

 

 



 

 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY  
 
 

NEW!  
      ID399-A   Heaven and Hell (6 credits)  
 
     “The path to paradise begins in hell.”  Dante Alighieri  
 

This course will explore the dichotomies of Heaven and Hell through artistic practise and theoretical     
writings. Students will explore the broad depictions of heaven, hell, paradise, angels, demons, the afterlife 
and the underworld in art, literature, comparative religions and cultures. They will complete a series of 
exercises crafting visual and/or written responses to the archetypal characters, settings and myths 
portrayed. From this exploration students will develop Concept Art based on their research. 

 
Prerequisites:  Sophomore Threshold or Permission of Instructor 
Fulfills:  300 Level Illustration Elective or 300 Level Studio Elective;  

and, 300 Level Liberal Arts Elective or Creative Writing Elective with Permission of Instructor  
 

 
    ID399-B  Writing and Illustrating the Graphic Novel (6 credits)  
 

This team-taught course takes students through the process of creating a graphic novel. Students in this 
course will gain insight into originating a concept, developing a narrative, and how the dynamic interplay of 
both words and pictures are utilized in the creation of a graphic novel. Students will leave the course with an 
understanding of pacing, structure and composition and how they are defined and employed in both the 
literary and visual arts. This course will include discussions of tension, balancing text and image, narrative 
arcs, mise en scène, and character design. Writing elements: outline scenes, develop a world bible (if 
necessary) and draft 15-20 pages of text. Peer reviews and workshops will help students edit and polish 
their work. Illustration: Students will complete create layout pages, scenic & character designs as well as 
beat boards. Peer reviews and workshops will help students edit and polish their work. Media: Students will 
read 4 graphic novels, one from each of three categories (children’s/YA, memoir, historical) and one of their 
choice. Students will be shown examples of cinematic works from a variety of genres to gain a better 
understanding of cinematic composition, pacing, and dialogue as storytelling tools. 

 
Prerequisites, Liberal Arts courses:  Reading & Critical Thinking, Research & Rhetoric, & Intro to Creative Writing  
Prerequisites, Studio courses:  Comics & Sequential Art or Permission of Studio Instructor 
Fulfills:  Illustration Elective or 300-level Studio Elective;  

and, Creative Writing Minor Elective or Humanities Elective or Liberal Arts 
Elective 

   Format:     This course will include some blended (online) learning 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
SCULPTURE 
 
 

NEW!  
     SC330-1   Drawing in Space (3 credits)  
 

Drawing is a vital tool to all artists for visual communication. Our understanding of drawing is often limited 
to specific materials used within a two dimensional frame. This course challenges students to bring what 
they know about line, pattern, shape, mark-making, shadow, surface, texture, etc. to a three dimensional 
space. Students will explore how working in literal space can change our perception of drawing and how 
drawing can expand our perception of sculpture, through exploration with material and technique, drawing, 
installation and object making. 

 
Prerequisites:  Sculpture I and Life Drawing I or Permission of Instructor 
Fulfills:   300-Level Sculpture Elective or 300-Level Studio Elective or Studio Elective 

        
 
 
LIBERAL ARTS  
 

 
 
     HU399-A   LGBTQ+ Literature (3 credits) 

 
In this course, we will explore the ways in which literary expressions of gender and sexuality have developed 
over time. We will read work written by a wide variety of LGBTQ+ writers, in terms of race, class and self-
identity, from the 19th century to the present. Through a close examination and appreciation of fiction, 
memoir and poetry by these writers, we will chart the ways in which the literary landscape has been 
challenged and changed by their work. 
 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric and Art History Origins or Permission of         
               Instructor 
Fulfills:  Humanities Elective or Liberal Arts Elective 
 

     
    HU399-B   Observing the Natural World (3 credits)  
 

Observing the Natural World will encourage students to look closely at the natural world around them 
through field work and study. This interdisciplinary course will consist of outdoor exploration, reading, writing 
and sketching. Texts and field observations and recordings will provide a base from which students will 
learn about larger environmental concepts and issues. Natural history is currently enjoying a rebirth as 
scientists acknowledge and explore the interconnectedness of the natural environment. There is a new 
appreciation for scientific generalists and citizen scientists, who compile and contribute data to scientific 
studies. There is also a growing interest in nature in the urban environment, from urban farming, to North 
Carolina Museum of Natural History’s Arthropods of our Homes project and Camille Dungy’s 
groundbreaking anthology Black Nature—Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry. This course 
will explore these new developments in natural history. 

 
Prerequisites:  Reading and Critical Thinking, Research and Rhetoric and Art History Origins 
Fulfills:  Science Requirement or Humanities Elective or Liberal Arts 
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