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Montserrat College of Art 	
Writing Studio Tip Sheet

Declaration of a Minor
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Students at Montserrat may declare a minor (Art Education, Art History, Creative Writing, Curatorial Studies, Entrepreneurship in the Arts) as soon as they have declared a concentration. As part of this process, you will write a one-page proposal to the faculty in your chosen minor. The proposal process will help you clarify why you are interested in a particular minor. It will also let faculty know that you have given your decision deep thought and that you understand how this minor will advance your educational goals.

Before you begin writing the proposal, answer the following questions:
1. Why have you chosen this minor?
2. What are your educational goals within this minor? What do you want to learn over the next two years at Montserrat?
3. How does your previous work demonstrate that you have a strong interest in it? 
4. List courses that you plan to take in your junior and senior year in order to meet the requirements of the minor. 

Organize your answers to the above questions into this 3-paragraph structure:
Opening paragraph—Introduce you and your minor.  
· Why is this minor important to you?
· What inspires you about this type of coursework?
Second paragraph—Describe your work.
· Describe your interest and demonstrate your skills in your chosen minor?
· Which projects or experiences helped you make your choice of minor?
Third paragraph—Define your goals.
· What will this minor help you accomplish?
· Which courses will help you to meet your artistic goals?



Now begin writing: 
· Link up your sentences so that they read smoothly. 
· Make your writing as brief and clear as possible. Delete any repetition. 
· Be specific. Use details to make your points: 
· SAY  “Creative Writing makes me think about storytelling, pacing, and a powerful voice.”
· NOT  “With Creative Writing I have to think of a lot of different things.”
· Bring a draft to the Writing Studio at any point(s) in the process.




